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Do you have news you want to share?  Pass it along so we 

can post it on the web site and include in the newsletter.  

You can contact us in multiple ways: 

 

E-mail: info@dingler-family.org 

US Mail:  Dingler Family 

 c/o Scott Ladewig 

 433 Coventry Trail Ln 

 Maryland Heights, MO 63043 

 

If you received this newsletter in the mail, you can help us 

reduce expenses by electing to receive it via e-mail. 

 

Printing, envelopes, postageé. It all adds up.  We 

understand that not everyone is online, but if you are, 

please send your name and e-mail address to us at 

info@dingler-family.org to start e-delivery. 

 

We appreciate your help! 

By Scott Ladewig (scott@ladewig.com) 

 

Did you think we were going to be in 

Eufaula, Alabama, this year? Well, so 

did we.  Unfortunately, when we 

called after the 2010 reunion, we 

discovered the State Park is pretty 

popular.  There was no availability for 

our weekend, so we had to look for  

a new host city for this year.  If you 

were excited about going to Eufaula, 

donõt fret, weõll be going there soon 

enough.  More on that later.  

 

Since the last few years have found us 

returning to some classic host cities, 

we felt it was time for something new 

to stir things up a bit.  Not only are 

we going to a new city, but also to a 

new state. 

 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, will be our 

home port this year.  If you havenõt 

been to Chattanooga, it is in a scenic 

area, nestled on the banks of the 

Tennessee River.  It is easily 

accessible, at the meeting point of 

three interstates, and filled to the 

brim with things to do and see. 

 

Fun Fact: This will be the 2nd most 

northern reunion. Can you guess 

which reunion was farther north?  

Keep reading to find out! 

 

The Country Inn & Suites (Hamilton 

Place) has reserved a block of 30 king 

and double suites for the reunion.   

The rate is $99 per night plus tax.  A 

free deluxe hot continental breakfast 

is offered daily.  Make reservations 

before June 14th to receive the 

special rate, and specify that you are 

with the Dingler reunion.  

 

Our dinner and meeting on Saturday 

night will start at 5 p.m. at Country 

Place Restaurant just down the road 

from the hotel.  Weõre still working 

on the menu, but we expect dinner 

will be ~$15 per person + tax (tip 

included!).   

 

Things are shaping up to make this a 

great reunion year.  Weõre looking 

forward to seeing all of you and hope 

to see some new faces this year.  As 

always, our website (see the bottom of 

the page) contains the latest 

information about the reunion. 

 

Fun Fact Answer:  The 2001 Reunion in 

Mountain View, Arkansas, was the 

farthest north of any reunion. 

Stay in Touch! Switch to e-mail delivery! 

If you were in Mobile last year, you remember the great meal we had at Wintzellõs Oyster House.  

Hopefully Durwood Dingler left a few of those delicious shrimp for the folks behind him in line! 
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By Kristin Smith Ladewig (kristin@ladewig.com) 

 

The 2010 reunion was held in Mobile, Alabama, the site of the 

1991 reunion.  This reunion marked the 8th time weõve met in 

Alabama, putting that state back in second place for the most 

reunions (Mississippi is the leader with nine reunions).  There 

were 61 attendees this year according to the guest register.   

 

The Wingate by Wyndham was home base for the reunion, and 

we found its location to be quite convenient with easy access 

to the freeway and to downtown Mobile (the site of our dinner 

on Saturday).  People started arriving on Friday, and it didnõt 

take long for the hospitality suite to start buzzing with 

conversation (and crafts thanks to Annette Bates and others). 

 

On Saturday, the Battleship Alabama proved to be a popular 

destination. The ship is amazing, and you have access to a wide 

range of areas across the ship.  Be warned, the ship is quite 

large and there are a lot of stairs as you move between decks, 

but if you have the chance, be sure to visit the next time youõre 

in Mobile.  You wonõt be disappointed. 

 

The dinner meeting on Saturday night was held at Wintzellõs Oyster House in downtown Mobile.  We had high hopes for the 

location and meal, but even those were exceeded.  Our room was the perfect size for the group, and the food was incredible, 

probably some of the best at any reunion that I can remember.  The worst problem we ran into was having to wait for them 

to bring out more shrimp! 

 

After our meal, Terry Cowan gave a short presentation and even handed out a few gifts.  He presented John Gregg of 

Coleman, TX, with a framed photo of Henry and Sarah Dingler, for travelling the farthest and attending his first reunion.  He 

also brought a couple jars of figs ñ stolen figs as he pointed out, so they will taste better ñ  and gave one to Scott and 

Kristin Ladewig for their work to coordinate the reunions each year.  We discussed the next reunion, and Eufaula was 

presented as an option, and everyone agreed the lodge at the State Park there would be a great location. As it turned out 

there was no availability, but we didnõt realize that at the time.  (Note to self: In the future, always discuss a backup location at 

the meeting!) 

 

After dinner, we were all invited over to Louise Smithõs home 

for dessert.  Little did we know we were going to be faced with 

a table overflowing with cakes and desserts of every kind.  A 

great meal, followed by delicious homemade dessertsé who 

could ask for more?  Weõd like to thank Louise and Selma for 

their hospitality. I know everyone enjoyed the evening (and the 

desserts).  Selma and Louise may not have realized it, but  

theyõve set a precedent for all future Mobile reunions.   

 

The next morning as people ate breakfast and made ready to 

head home, I think everyone agreed it was another successful 

reunion.  The key to that success isnõt the city, the restaurants, 

or anything like that.  The reason the reunion was a success was 

the people who attended.  Everyone who was in Mobile, thank 

you.  For everyone who wasnõt, we hope to see you in 

Chattanooga! 

Terry Cowan presents John Gregg of Coleman, TX, with a portrait of 

Henry and Sarah Dingler for travelling the farthest for the reunion. 

Lois Wilson and Copeland Hammond at the Smith Dessert Extravaganza 


